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2.1 Paper Presentation English Venue: C-LP-02
2.1.1 Smaller classes: The imperative of treating each and every student
as a genuine person
Laurance Splitter (Department of International Education and
Lifelong Learning, The Hong Kong Institute of Education)

2.1.2 Teaching English in small classes: is there really a ‘best’ practice?
Gary Harfitt (Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong)

2.1.3 A personal practical reflection on the Small Class Teaching
in a preschool movement-music program: Hong Kong experience
WONG Shu Sing Paul (Department of Early Childhood Education,
The Hong Kong Institute of Education)
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Paper Presentation English and Cantonese Venue: C-LP-02
311 Implementing Small Class Teaching in Tak Oi Secondary School
effectively --- mission possible?
Cheung Shuk Ting Rachel (Tak Oi Secondary School)
Siu Lai Ping Teresa (Tak Oi Secondary School; Department of
Curriculum and Instruction, The Chinese University of Hong
Kong)
3.1.2 How Small Class Teaching enhances learning and teaching in
mathematics in a secondary school in Hong Kong.
Chan Yuet Ming (Wah Yan College, HK)
Ho Ngan In (Wah Yan College, HK)
Wong Yui Tak (Wah Yan College, HK)
Koo Hok Chun (Centre for Development and Research in Small Class
Teaching, The Hong Kong Institute of Education)
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Differentiating the English Language Curriculum in a Small-class Setting: Challenge and
Potential
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5.3.1 How Small Class Teaching learning circles enhance learning and
teaching of mathematics in a secondary school in Hong Kong
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2.11

Title :  Smaller classes: The imperative of treating each and every student as a genuine person

Author: Laurance Splitter (Department of International Education and Lifelong Learning, The
Hong Kong Institute of Education)

Arguments for and against SCT are distorted by several factors, including: regional variation in
what counts as “small”; research findings which make unquestioned assumptions about what
constitutes effective teaching and learning (e.g. international test scores); and confusion over the
distinction between necessary and sufficient factors for success (small classes may be necessary but
are certainly not sufficient). When we move beyond these issues, the case in favour of reducing class
sizes in Asia to 25 or fewer (at all levels) is, | maintain, overwhelming. To see this, we need to go
beyond standard measures of achievement and success to consider the more fundamental question “To
what kinds of teaching and learning environments are students entitled?”. Treating students as
(emergent) persons who are increasingly capable of, confident about, and engaged in, thinking for
themselves, places clear limits on class size. Too small, and the crucial interpersonal dynamics which
constitute personhood are unrealistic or forced; too large, and they not only reinforce the familiar
patterns of didactic teaching and passive learning, but lead to such toxic affective phenomena as
individual students seeing themselves as mere objects, and allowing the unregulated classifications
devised by students themselves (“nerds”, “brains”, etc.), to dominate. Heeding the distinction between
necessary and sufficient factors, | proceed to describe what (smaller!) classrooms should actually be

like if they are to avoid these dangers.

2.1.2
Title: Teaching English in small classes: is there really a ‘best’ practice?
Author:  Gary Harfitt (Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong)

The crux of the class size debate, perhaps, is that while cutting class size might lead to improved
teaching and learning, it is also possible that it may not if teachers do not seek to exploit the
advantages of a smaller class size through an alternative pedagogy. This presentation will report on
multiple case studies which examined teaching and learning in Hong Kong secondary schools.

Drawing on qualitative and quantitative data, this presentation attempts to highlight some key
findings from large and small secondary school English classes in the same form and which were
taught by the same teacher, a unique research design in the class size literature. In particular, my
presentation will focus on the issue of whether there is such a thing as ‘best practice’ when teaching
small classes. If there is such a thing as best practice, what does it look like and how might it be
promoted within schools? While the literature on class size does not really provide educators with a
specific set of effective teaching strategies to adopt in small classes, some claim that the principles of
effective teaching are the same in all classes, regardless of size (see Galton and Pell, 2009). Drawing

23



AP/ N IHEEE & F 6 BIMEXERA

on selective interview data from students and teachers, questionnaire data, classroom discourse data as
well as classroom observations, it is hoped that this presentation will contribute to our understanding
of class size reduction and its impact on teaching and learning.

2.1.3

Title : A personal practical reflection on the Small Class Teaching in a preschool
movement-music program: Hong Kong experience

Author:  WONG Shu Sing Paul (Department of Early Childhood Education, The Hong Kong
Institute of Education)

Teaching is an organic and reflective process. Learning is a dynamic and holistic process. To young
children, teaching and learning is an interweaving and continuous action filled up with authentic
curriculum. In Hong Kong, the Curriculum Development Council (CD) has published the curriculum guide,
entitled Guide to the Pre-primary Curriculum since June 2006 for pre-primary institutions serving children
aged from 2 to 6. It recommends a small class teaching (SCT) of teacher to students ratio (1:15) for
preschools in Hong Kong. However, in daily practice, what is the authentic experience on SCT during the
movement-music activities? The purposes of this paper are two-folded. First, it is to examine the personal
practical reflection on SCT at the before-during-after stages of teaching. Secondly, it is to discuss the
successful strategies on SCT of movement-music activities in preschools. The findings have revealed that
there was a smooth and dynamic flow across the stages in learning & teaching. Opportunities on learning
& teaching had been widen and deepened. Communicative interaction was promoted enhanced. Learning
& teaching became meaningful and pleasurable. In light of the effectiveness, practical recommendations
have been drawn for movement-music program based on Schwab’s four common places of curriculum,

namely: subject matter, student, teacher and milieu.
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3.1.1

Title :  Implementing small class teaching in Tak Oi Secondary School effectively --- Mission
possible?

Author: Cheung Shuk Ting Rachel (Tak Oi Secondary School)
Siu Lai Ping Teresa (Tak Oi Secondary School; Department of Curriculum and Instruction,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong )

Under the New Senior Secondary (NSS) Curriculum, students are expected to strengthen their
adaptability, creativity, independent thinking and life-long learning capacities so as to sharpen
themselves to meet the challenges of the 21* Century. Having studied in Tak Oi Secondary School
(TOSS) for 5 years and being the first cohort of the NSS Curriculum, I reckon that TOSS needs
changes so as to prepare her students to achieve their life goals and achieve satisfactory results in the
first Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE).

I considered small class teaching (SCT) as a tactic to deter TOSS. Thus, an enquiry study
concerning SCT s triggered. The main focus of my enquiry study are (i) to find out the attributes of
small class teaching (SCT), (ii) to investigate the need for small class teaching in Tak Oi Secondary
School (TOSS), and (iii) to explore the feasibility of implementing SCT in TOSS.

Concerning the research methods, | have interviewed the principal, deputy principals, subject
panel heads of TOSS and the experts of SCT, conducted a survey with all the TOSS teachers to
investigate their perceptions on SCT, their expectations on the impact of SCT on their professional
development, and accomplished a literature review on various journals and reports.

The initial findings of my study are concerning the conditions for effective implementation of
SCT in a school. From my study, | have concluded that three conditions are integral, they are class
size reduction, pedagogical change and school-based support. If a school is well-equipped with these
3 conditions, SCT will definitely bring positive impacts on students’ learning outcomes, the
professional development of teachers, and the sustainable development of a school, which would
affect the achievement of the aims of the NSS Curriculum significantly.

The expected outcome of my enquiry study is that it may provide possible directions for TOSS
to implement SCT effectively. If the result of the study is not so favorable to the implementation of
SCT, | believe the data collected could provide insights for the TOSS teachers and the policy-makers
the future directions in nurturing students and developing the school sustainably under the NSS
landscape.
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3.1.2

Title : How Small Class Teaching enhances learning and teaching in mathematics in a secondary
school in Hong Kong.

Author: Chan Yuet Ming, Ho Ngan In, Wong Yui Tak (Wah Yan College (HK)), Koo Hok Chun

(Centre for Development and Research in Small Class Teaching, The Hong Kong Institute of

Education)

In many overseas research findings, it has been revealed that small class teaching (abbreviated
as SCT in the paper) has a lot of benefits and that small classes are associated with higher rates of
achievement in mathematics.

In secondary schools in Hong Kong, direct instruction through whole class teaching is still the
prevalent teaching approach. It is “efficient”, but it cannot effectively develop students’ generic skills
such as problem solving or creativity.

This paper attempts to reveal the benefits of SCT on teaching mathematics in a secondary
school in Hong Kong. A lot of mathematics concepts are complex and difficult to grasp. It is found
that SCT helps students to grasp mathematics concepts more effectively. It encourages learning
activities characterized by group work, discussion, cooperation and presentation by students. As a
result, their understanding of concepts is enhanced. Moreover, SCT enables teachers to maximize
opportunities for learning. Students are able to interact more with their teachers and classmates.
Teachers find that they can meet diverse student needs more effectively. More constructive feedback
can be given to students to help them improve. In addition, SCT has a positive effect on the learning
motivation of students in the classroom. These are just a few examples of the benefits of SCT.

Admittedly, there are practical problems involved in SCT. The challenges and the problems
such as lack of resources and time constraints that teachers face are also addressed in the paper.
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4.3
#2 B : Differentiating the English Language curriculum in a small-class Setting: Challenge and potential
HE L ARFRIRE ERALETFEREEETE)

Faced with increasing learner diversity in the classroom, many English teachers are at a loss as
to how individual needs can be catered for. In this seminar, the speaker is going to share some
effective strategies to differentiate the English language curriculum, to design tiered assignments and
to make appropriate assessment accommaodations for students with diverse needs in secondary schools.
It is argued that only in a smaller-class setting can effective differentiation be implemented. The
challenges and obstacles of including each and every student in an English classroom will also be
discussed.
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#= B : How PLP-R/W enhances our English small class learning

GfES TNEBTF BB AR ) RECERARE RN )
#E 1 AFELM - MsElizabeth Leontieff-Johnson (7 EH B EHR A EF—SALREZR)

The PLP-R/W provides clear guidelines throughout its Units of Work on how to lead and
implement small group cooperative learning activities. Every reading and writing lesson plan provides
teachers with specific examples of procedures and questions to facilitate cooperation between small
group members which encourage them to work towards completing their learning tasks. Children take
charge of their own learning whilst the teacher scaffolds those children who may be finding the task
difficult and challenges able children on how to improve on the “Quality” of what they are creating.
Children are provided with checklists that they work through with the support of their teacher for
reflection and to self-evaluate their performance. With the NET, LET and CA, it is possible to
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monitor each student’s progress more effectively. Since the inception of the programme we have KS1

students highly motivated to learn English.
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53.1
=B : How Small Class Teaching learning circles enhance learning and teaching of mathematics in a
secondary school in Hong Kong

B RN E - REWEE (LEECE M)

HERELE EBHEENR/NIIHERREEHTHL)

Our sharing attempts to reveal how SCT learning circles enhance learning and teaching
mathematics in our school. A lot of mathematics concepts are complex and difficult to grasp. It is
found that SCT helps students to grasp mathematics concepts more effectively. It encourages learning
activities characterized by group work, discussion, cooperation and presentation by students. As a
result, their understanding of concepts is enhanced. Moreover, SCT enables teachers to maximize

opportunities for learning. Students are able to interact more with their teachers and classmates.
Learning circles help to improve the quality of learning and teaching in schools. The

participants in a learning circle are teachers as well as learners. We meet regularly to learn from each

other. We plan lessons together and conduct peer class observation, followed by review of the lesson.
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Learning circle meetings are led by a facilitator who is an expert on mathematics education. He
facilitates our discussion and help to achieve the objectives of action planning, collaboration, problem
solving and others.
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